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representing the opposition to executive encroach*
ments. At the time Jackson, by his imperious
will and marvellous personal popularity, prevailed
and obtained the acceptance of his doctrines. But
the conflict has gone on, and the balance of ad-
vantage now rests with the Legislature. This
tendency is quite as dangerous as that of which
Jackson was the exponent, if not more so. The
executive department has been crippled; and the
influence and power of Congress, and especially of
the Senate, have become far greater than they
should be, under the system of proportion and bal-
ance embodied in the Constitution. Despite Jack-
son's victory there is, to-day, far more danger of
undue encroachments on the part of the Senate
than on that of the President.

At the next session the principal subject of dis-
cussion was the trouble with France. Irritated
at the neglect of the French government to pro-
vide funds for the payment of their debt to us,
Jackson sent in a message severely criticising
them, and recommending the passage of a law
authorizing reprisals on French property. The
President and his immediate followers were eager
for war, Calhoun and his faction regarded the
whole question as only matter for " an action of
assumpsit," while Mr. "Webster and Mr. Clay de-
sired to avoid hostilities, but wished the country
to maintain a firm and dignified attitude. Under
the lead of Mr. Clay, the recommendation of re-